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895.htm
(&% 3R]
Brender, A. (2004). La France face 4 Ia mondialisation 5¢ édition. Paris: La Découverte.
Burgess, C. (2024). Japan’s multiculturalism fails to keep pace with rising migration.
FEast Asian Forum, 16(1), 23-26.
Dourille-Feer, E. (2014). Léconomie du Japon 3 édition : Un bon outil pour

comprendre les méandres de I'économie japonaise. La Découverte.
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A Study on University Education

in Response to Globalization in Local Regions in Japan

OBA Jun*, TSUBONE Hidetoshi**

This study explores whether university education in Japan’s local regions should be
redesigned, in response to globalization, focusing on producing human resources
capable of appropriately performing overseas activities, or on developing
multiculturalism among students so that they may better accept and coexist with
foreign residents in their communities. Previous research has pointed out that Japan’s
recent higher education internationalization policies have placed excessive emphasis
on the development of human resources for the sake of overseas economic activities
from the perspective of industries.

Meanwhile, the number of foreign residents in Japan has risen nationwide, reaching
record highs every year. The dJapanese government has promoted so-called
“multicultural coexistence” policies, including development of Japanese language
programs for foreign residents and promotion of domestic employment of international
students after completion of their study in Japanese universities.

This study reveals the limitations of the government policies in terms of contributing
to communities in local regions by examining the past policy trends and by conducting
a survey on the actual status of response to globalization in local industries,
administrations and universities. While awareness of the need for coexistence with
foreigners has grown within these three parties, concrete measures to address this
issue in university education remain unimplemented at both national and regional
levels. Furthermore, it has been noted that many students in these regions lack
multicultural awareness. Engaging with foreign residents in classroom settings could
be one of the effective ways to foster this awareness and promote the acceptance of
coexistence.

Finally, this study demonstrates that, although public awareness of multiculturalism
is still to be raised, “living alongside foreigners” is accepted as a critical issue by all the
three parties. It is essential for the universities located in local regions to promote
multiculturalism among all the students.

*Supervisor, Hiroshima University **Author, Fukuyama University
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