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Geographic Space in Children's Literature
— A case study of the "The borrowers" series —

Xiaoyi Liu

Abstract: Since children's literature is intended for children, the emphasis is on providing a
space where children can easily imagine. For this reason, authors often create the world in their
works using their immediate environment as a model. The setting of a story often reflects the
author's cultural background and living environment. Studying this will help to elucidate the
cultural and social context in which the work is based. The aim of this study is to clarify the
geospatial configurations related to the settings in each story of the "The borrowers" series. The
relationship between the geographic spaces in "The borrowers" series and the real-life model
locations is examined, along with the author Mary Norton's impressions of her childhood home,
or her landscape of the heart. The geospatial context of the stories was found to be related to

her original landscape.

Key words: children's literature, literary geography, original landscape, humanistic geography
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