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The relationship between dispositional forgiveness and justice:

From the standpoint of moral development

Hisayo Suetoh and Yuko Okamoto

Forgiveness is known as a strategy to cope with interpersonal conflicts. And researches 

indicate that especially dispositional forgiveness is strongly related to human’s psychological 

health and well-being. The purpose of this research is to prove the relation of dispositional 

forgiveness and “fairness”, which is Kohlberg focused on in his theory of moral development 

of six stages. Nagy’s theory and some researches indicate that fairness is important in human’s

psychological health. This research is enforced to university students, and marginal 

significance was indicated between fairness and dispositional forgiveness in total. However,

no significant difference is observed between stages of moral development about dispositional 

forgiveness.
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