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The Effect of Orthographical Differences in Chinese and Japanese Kanji
on Chinese Learners of Japanese

Matsushima Hiroe and Fei Xiaodong

Abstract: In the present study, we investigated how Chinese learners of Japanese
processed kanji that are written differently in Chinese and Japanese. The participants
were asked to read Japanese kanji in their native language. The result showed that kanji
with a high degree of orthographical difference in Chinese and Japanese were read more
slowly than those with similar written forms. The interference of the pronunciation of
Japanese kanji was determined through a reading-aloud task. Following the reading-aloud
task the participants were asked to rate the degree of difference between the Japanese
kanjyi used in the reading-aloud task and their Chinese equivalents with a 7-point rating
scale. The mean ratings differed significantly in the kanji with a strong orthographical
difference between the two languages, but not in the kanji with minor differences in
written form. These results suggest that in the mental lexicon of Chinese learners of
Japanese, the forms of Chinese and Japanese and the pronunciation of Chinese and
Japanese have a different connection to the kanji.

Key words: Chinese learners of Japanese, Japanese kanji, Chinese kanji, orthographical
difference, reading-aloud task
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EREE AARE (BT, T H) 3 e v hio

AR, WWEINEEE 2RI, HARGHE RO ML

FREEEZALTEBY, WH2FHEMIIBNT, P
BT WVETDAET 507, TRBEEAMR
HETHHFET 5, PEGEZ PEEE (native language :
PF, L) &3 2HAGBEERE (UT, hEAEEE)
PHABEOWTZWHT 5I2H72>T, D L) &
HETOREOZEROES (LT, BEE) EEof
BT DDA ) Do AWFETIX, ZOMEEZ A VT
4 VR (on-line task) TH % it LIFEE (reading-
aloud task) & H\WTHRE T %, OIFEFERIZE - T,
HEI B OLHEE (mental lexicon) 2B 5

CRAFT LIAIRO 28 % Bat L 7B 179 05 % <
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2009 5 %% - A5, 2009 5 2 - ARHL, 2010 5 %% - 2 - RS
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T2l b b, 1DHIE TRIBE] Z23ki#Er L
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DORBELFPHEOMELHLNICT LI LITX o
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(1 : 5 (xian) | & [BL])
(5) FBEA - 2L R TERICESTRS
B :TH (shw) ] & TED
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SR 4 oL, hEEEE & R 2RIk -
TWBDT, [AEHEE LR 2 UHERHEN SN S
B, BIEEEL, 2, 3OWRIIOWTIE, FEFHEE Rk
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n.s.), BWIBE2 LEIEEL (=060, df=60, n.s.),
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