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(2) A: Alittle Coleman’s mustard.
B: It’s, uh, splendid.
A: Glad you like it. (Meet Joe Black, 1998)
(3) A: See, the gorillas in the Pangani carry this recessive gene that pops up every four or five
generations...
B: Huh.
A': With this rare form of gigantism. (Mighty Joe Young,1998)
(4) Yeah, he’s, ah, he’s gonna talk to the headmaster. (Scent of Woman, 1992)
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b. I want to know who that bitch is. (Mr. and Mrs. Smith, 2005)
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B: Fuck your biology. You always have excuses. (Murder by Numbers, 2002)
b. Where the fuck is the fucking tuna? (Bridget Jones’s Diary, 2001)
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(7) You gotta tell me right now, is this man really your father? (August Rush, 2007)
(8) So you’re not gonna let me stay in my own house? (Mona Lisa Smile, 2003)
(9) So do you wanna start grilling me now, or should we wait till another dinner?
(The Devil Wears Prada, 2006)
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(10) A: My mother found the armadillo. She fainted.
B: For real?
: Just like in the movies...screamed and dropped.
: Cool. (Simon Birch, 1999)
: Leave that to me. Do you understand?
: Cool.
: Do you understand?
: Yeah, I get it.
A Well, just say so. (The Rite, 2011)
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ABSTRACT

A Corpus-based Analysis of English Vocabulary
in Junior High School Textbooks

Goro YAMAMOTO
Institute for Foreign Language Research and Education

Hiroshima University

The Japanese government’s policy on English education has been focusing on developing students’
communication abilities so that students can accurately understand and appropriately convey ideas and
information. Administrators also strive to foster students’ positive attitudes toward communication in
English. To fulfill the objectives, the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture has set up some
pedagogical guidelines not only for how the target language should be taught at schools but also for
textbook development. In particular, guidelines have been provided for what range of English vocabulary
students should learn in Japanese compulsory education. However, almost no research has shed light on
the validity of the vocabulary list for officially-approved English textbooks.

The objective of this paper is to analyze the 507 vocabulary items that must appear in each officially-
approved Japanese junior high school English textbook. For the purpose of this study, a vocabulary list
was derived from an English speech corpus to capture how well the textbook vocabulary reflects a group of
English words that most frequently appear in oral communication. A comparative analysis of the two lists
reveals a number of interesting features of the English words which students learn in the early stages of
their studies. This paper explicates characteristic groups of nouns and verbs in each vocabulary list, as well
as some colloquial expressions observed in the speech-corpus-based vocabulary list.



