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Abstract

Omission and Non-Omission of the Theme in Japanese
—Focusing on the First Personal Pronouns—

Yi-ting Tseng
Doctorate Candidate, Graduate School for International Development and Cooperation,
Hiroshima University
1-5-1 Kagamiyama, Higashi-Hiroshima, 739-8529, Japan

It is well know that the theme of a sentence can be omitted under certain conditions in Japanese. Several
researchers propose some rules which appear to govern the omission of the theme. In this research note | try to
indicate whether those rules are applicable to the first personal pronouns that have the thematic function in
Japanese. It can be said that the rules are applicable, not all of them but almost of them. However, those researches
on the omission/non-omission of the theme do not take into consideration the types of nouns or noun phrases which
function as a theme, such as proper nouns, demonstrative pronouns, and so on. The first persona pronouns in
Japanese have their own characteristics so that they should be dealt with independently.

There are several terms other than the first personal pronouns to refer to the speaker him/herself in Japanese. Ina
monologue, however, it seems that almost solely the first personal pronouns are used. Therefore, the first thing to
do is to make clear how the native Japanese speakers use the first personal pronouns functioning as a theme in a
monologue. For this purpose, | plan to conduct a questionnaire survey (attached to this article).
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