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The traditional methods were (and are) effective in teaching the graphic
skills of reading, writing and translatlng. +e«. The audiolingual method,
including the intensive pract;ice pr."ovided'by the léboratory, has been
successful in imparting the .speaking and hearing skills.
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But in spite of the fact that these two abilities (=listening and speak-
ing) are so closely interwoven, from the point of view of teaching and of
learning in the early stages, they constitute two distinct even if com=
plementary aspects of language control, and it has proved helpful to con-

sider them separately.
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Experience has shown that beginning drills must be spoken more slowly and
distinctly if the student is to hear and produce every sound and intonation

accurately. . ' -
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Even in places where a lof of attention is paid to oral work, there still
remains an amazing gap between students® comprehension ability in the
classroom/lab and in live situations,
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